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Biological Condition — Macroinvertebrate MMI
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Leading Problems: Nutrient Pollution
and Habitat Degradation

= 40% of the nation’s river and streams miles have high
levels of phosphorus. 27% have high levels of nitrogen.

Biological communities are at increased risk for poor
condition when phosphorus and nitrogen pollution levels
are high.

Phosphorus and nitrogen pollution comes from excess
fertilizers, wastewater and other sources, and can cause
algae blooms, low oxygen levels, and more.

Poor vegetative cover and high levels of human
disturbance near river and stream banks are also
widespread, reported in 24% and 20% of the nation’s rive
and stream miles respectively.

These habitat conditions make rivers and streams more
vulnerable to flooding, contribute to erosion and allow
more pollutants to enter waterways.

Excess levels of streambed sediments, which can smother
the habitat where many aquatic organisms live or breed,
are reported in 15% of river and stream miles. Excess
sediments are found to have a significant impact on
biological condition.
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Progress Toward Clean Water Act
Adopted Numeric Nutrient Criteria
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WISCONSIN’S NUTRIENT
REDUCTION STRATEGY
WEBINAR SERIES

Update on Wisconsin’s Statewide Nutrient
Reduction Strategy & Working Groups

Thursday March 14, 2013




Purpose of Nutrient Reduction Strategy:

- Compendium of federal, state and
local programs to control nutrients to
all surface and ground waters.

- Roadmap to achieve 45% load
reduction of N and P

- A living document, website, and
summit (annual).

- Information for public & stakeholders.

- Ameans to address gaps and gain
efficiencies.

- Possibly a federal grant eligibility
requirement




Status and Schedule (cont.)
Stakeholder (public) review:

Draft late-April or early May
Public meeting late-May or early June
End of comment period — mid to late June

Revised document -- July
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